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NeY. New Shows This Week 


Mont serrat-Fulton, 10/29/49. Philadelphia's three daily critics raved about the 
adeptation of the French hit. But Waters, Variety, doubted if the grim play will 
have much of a chance on Broadway, He based this prediction on the fact that the 
show is an unrelieved tragedy which lacks conventional romantic interest, 


Cancelled Opening 


Gilbert & Sullivan-Hellingers Opened 10/3/49-Closed 10/22/49. Fourth week of 
G&S Company cancelleds While many of the critics had begun to attack the productions 
with verbal jabs, Atkinson, Times, thought the company was beginning to shake down to 
a pleasant troupe, 


NeY. Closings 


Blackout s-Ziegfeld: Opened 9/6/49-Closed 10/15/49, Ken Murray show closed with- 
Out warning after 51 performances. Times, Tribune, Post, Sun, Variety, Christian. 
Science Monitor, Newsweek, Time and New Yorker panned the show, News, Mirror, Journal, 
World Telegram, Women's Wear, Billboard thought the show was worth a visit. Atkinson, 
Times, said the show’s trip from the West to the Fast Coast wasn't necessary to the 
safety of the nation. 


Magazine Reviewers View the New Plays - digests on inside pages. 


Browning Version-Coronet, 10/12/49. Though most of the magazine critics praised 
Evans and his double bill, Nathon, New Yorker, Time all voted *no*,. Time called the 
Rattigan play writing “not far from double bilge". Gibbs, New Yorker, still consi- 
ders Evans a Shakespearean actors while Nathan considered the bill a discredit Rice 
Evans, Rubin, Daily Worker, enjoyed both plays, 


Touch And Go-Broadhurst, 10/3/49, The trade journal critics panned the Abbott 
revues Bron, Variety, didn't think the show was substantial enough to remain long. 
Francis, Billboard, saw some good numbers, but not enough for a Broadway hit, Gibbs, 
New Yorker, listed the 11 sketches he enjoyed the most, Both Time and Newsweek 
called it a lively hit. 


Yes, M'Lord-Booth, 10/4/49, Clurman, New Republic, deemed the English comedy 
"a thoroughly pleasant English trifle", 


Twelfth Night-Bmpire, 10/3/49. All that Clurman got from the revival was a no- 
tion that Shakespeare was bisexual. He said that the words were cleverly spoken, 
the actors agreeable but all else in the production was lacking, 


Twenty-five Years A Dram Critic 


Joseph Wood Krutch, Nation, looking back at his first 25 years of being a drama 
critic discovered thet he was never “stage struck". Instcad he feels that his own en- 
joyment of the theatre comes from a sense of participation, both in the play itseif, 
and in the reactions of the audience. “Perhaps the theatre is, indeed, the only truly 
catholic temple still standing and gathering the only worshippers not divided," he 
concluded, 
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HeM.S.Pinaforc and Trial By Jury 


6, Times-Pros Very enjoyable performance, company finally shakcn down.into a: 
Pleasing troupe of light opcra singers with a particular knack for the music. Prin- 
cipals on levol with orchestra and chorus for first timc.-Atkinson, 


b. Tribunc-Cons NeY. could support a good G&S company, but this isn't it, This 
Was clearly proved by mcagcr turnout of local Sevoyards and by the pcrformanccs, Ut- 
lack of style end invontive playing mekcs thom aopcar avful.-McCord, 


¢, Ncwe=Pros The only thing wrong with production of Pinaforc is that it is bc- 

ing donc in the wrong place, Shbduld be done *. Scnate Chambcr, because it is best 
argument in favor of B=-36 yct advanced, Proves navics haven't changed since 1870.- 
Sylvcstcr., 


ad, Mirror-No reviow for thc twin bill appcarcd, 


c, Compass-So-Soes Satirc, wit, purc mclodics reke cars tingle cvcn when the pcre 
formcrs go about thcir busincss as if somc vcry unkind person had frightoncd them tho 
momont bcfore thoy camc on stagc. Would be bettcr if both cast and dircctor had morc 
confidence .-Pollock. 


f, Post-So-Soe Performance morc bearable than previous onc, Brightcst feature 
of company is Kathicen Rochc, who might be an cxample of hcr fcllow pleycrs. Gives 
G&S role right sort of light, bantcring humor and mock scriousncss, G&S work still 
timely. but do wish shows were prescentcd morc offcctivcly.-Watts. 


gs Sun-So-Sos Mclodious ovcning, but short on sparkle and gaycty. Lot more in 
show than production has uncovercd, If you are longing to hcar the delightful Pina- 
forc music again,g here’s a good chancc. There is morc in show to plcasc the car 


h, Journal Amrican-Cons Shows necd chocring and cloaring up. what has happen- 
ed to thc Amorican Savoyards to make thom wocfully Wagncrian? Shows presentod with 
lack of Savoyerdism, never has show bccn staged so solemnly.-Garland, 


ie World Tolcgram-Cont When wholc cast gcts together on sprightly tunc, result 
is cxccllently lusty end bright, Show is languid, often inarticulate and 
sibly actcd, Many high school groups have dons bettcrs-Hawkins » 


j. Faglo-Pros Chtrtock's coxpcrimental hopo of cstablishing an Amcrican G&S com- 
pany surcly gave promise with show. Cast fully acccptablc, onjoycd freedoms Mgel 
took with the scorc.-Curric. 


k, Newark News=Cons Lemontably lacking in stylo and procision, Once over light- 
ly, clomenteal troatment of Pinafore which left everything to be desircd.-Ficld. 


1. Morning Tclegraph-Cons If you like your Savo ye rds crisp, articulating per- — 
fectly and singing liko larks, thon you'd bettor wait until the full loaf comes 
along. Wish that produccr asscmblced bettcr outfit, onc with morc dedication,=Bolton. 


m. CHECKING THE THEATRE ADSe* “Has plonty of bounco and gaicty" is the phraso 
ercditcd to Funke, Times, The drama editor of the Times wrote, "This Mikado has 
plenty of bounce, morgy, and gaiecty, but what is decidedly lacking sccms to be a 
kind of stylco end polish without which the G&§ mockcry falls short of its potential.” 
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Pirates of Penzance 

a> Times-Cons Principal virtue is that it is always pleasant to hear. But on 
the whole it is not a satisfactory production, Show should be a satirical opra, not 
a romantic musical play in an obsolete style .-Atkinson. 

b> Tribune-Cons Pedestrian performnce wanting in style, pace and vocal profi- 
ciency, Orchestra does better than cast, not thoir fault there is difference of opi- 
nion on how the show should be done.-Barnes, 

Co News=Pros Sufficiently pleasing to oye and ear, Company pleasant, chorus 
does top numbers very well. If theatre should die (and I doubt it will) last perfor- 

Mance will be of a G&S play, not Shakespeare or South Pacific.-Chpaman, 

d. Mirror-Pros Rowdy and rousing revival. Company more at casc, in better voice 
than for Mikado, No G&S company in memory has had a better singing chorus, A most 
promising organization that will improve with every performance.,-Coleman, 

¢, Compass-So-Sos There have been better G&S companies, but tunes, lyrics and 

plot sine way through the actors to ear of audience, and for all ears that dote on 
theme there is a pretty constant delight, Elemental production.-Pollock, 

f, Post-Cons Lacks graceful style, quiet, ironic sense of humor, polished manner, . 
and satirical point of view, Production is flat, uninspircd.-Watts., 

g, Sun-So-Sos Better than Mikado, still somewhat below standards of other years. 

Put down the current presentation as passable,-Morchouse. 

h», Journal American-Pros No recent. tackling of show has given it the "zest". the : 
new American Savoyards give it. Appropriate scenery, appropriats costumes, appropri- 
ate production, Cast works worthily together. Riggs top man.-Garland, 

i, World Tolegram-So-Sos Falls wide of its mrk. Would be rather.a pity to start 
one’s G&S acquaintance here. But for old timers, there is no call for anything but to 
relax and mouth the lines along with the pla yerse-Hawkins. 

je CHECKING THE THEATRE ADS: The Times ad headlined "The Critics Hail the Re= - > 
freshing, Now G&S Company” offors Chapman's quoto from the nows as typical. "The se 
people at the Mark Hellinger Thoatro arc good companions, so why not go once of these 
nights?=-Chapman, Nows” reads the. first quotc in tho ad, Chapman’ saids "Any kind: of 
G&S is bcttor than no G&S, and the people at tho Mark Hcllingecr Theatre are good com- 
panions, So why not: go one of thoso nights?” 

Wall Street Journal-Pros Fow shortcomings: havc’ in no way impaired the gencral 
enjoyment of the operettas, The performers continuc to shino, high praise is due the 
choruse After some practice and a bit more oxpericnes, the group should be giving-a - 

= 1. Newark News-Proe Scrvicable rovival pleasantly sung, actod along convontional 
lincse Slightly melodic return of old favoritcs with compctcnt cast.-Ficld. 3 

m, Varicty=So-Sos For faithful Savoyards, this is practically undiluted bliss, ee 

for audicnce not infected with G&S idolatry, may socm quaint .-Hobc, 

Ne Billboard-Pros Botter than first production, scts arc bright and cheerful, cos- , 
tumes kecp them good companys JEngol gives fine reading of scorc, and cast-wisc mat- 

s¢rs aro traditionally lustye-Francis, 
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The Browning Vorsion and Herlcguinade 


a, Daily Workcr-Pros Evens proves again that he is onc of leading actors of our 
day, Intcnsc, restrained performances smooth dircction,-Rubin, 


b. Wall Strect Journel-Pros Shows Evans as adept. with modern roles es with 
Shekesocarc, First has dcpth of frcling, dircction to bo commendcd. Second is ragbag 
of buffooncry, but lots of fun in it.-Cooke. ; 


c,> Journal of Commorco-Proe Scason moved man-sized stop in right direction, 
Bvans, Best, both old frionds in now dress, Presonted with such astute showmanship and 
Performed so woll that tho familiarity of thom neod hardly hinder your cnjoymont of 
thing .»-Singlc. 


d. George Joan Nathan-Conte Neither itom amounts to much critically, both cover 
ground wo have long been chummy with, thoy manage to provide some divcrse cnt ortainment 
and scrvo to pass an cvening for the not too demanding customcr. Rattigan shcon oftcn — 
that of tinfoil wrapped around ponny candy, not satin shocn, On the whole tho bill is 
& big discrodit to Evans. 


¢, Vericty-Pros First is taut, engrossing, oxpertly and touchingly playod. Second 
is disappointmont, lightweight antic with little development or distinction, less of- 
foetively playod, Strength of first will bring whole into modoratc hit class, finc 
road tour. and film possiblc.-Hots. 


f. Billboard-Pros Combination lcts Bvans prove again the brilliance of his ap- 
proach to charectcrization, and his right to considcretion as onc of our best actors, 
First is grim vignetto of frustration and futility, sccond is amusing triflc that scnds 
the customcrs hom happy.-Francis,. | 


g> Christian Scioncce Monitor-So-Sos Find it hard to bclicve cithcr the play or 
the titlc role are oxactly of prizo winning calibre. First show cerricd on because 
of finc supporting cast. Sccond is sccond-ratc Rattigans-Bcaufort 


h. Newewock=Proe Emincnt ly satisfying ovcning in thoatro. First is deftly skctch= 
cd in character. study that provides Evans with worthy dramtic vehicle. Sccond is’ 
boistcrous antic. First rate supporting cast, skillful writing. 


i. New Yorker-Cons Follows pattern of usual school play pretty closcly. No rcal 
tragcdy involved in first, moroly the crasing of a caricaturc, Pathos is so manipulat- 
ed and contrivod that omotion is less likcly to be sity for the protagonist than oxas- 
peration with author. Evans romains dcfiently and incscapably a Shakospcarcan actor. 
Happy with second becauso of its humor and charm.-Gibbs. 


j. Time-Cont As play writing it is not too far from double bilgo. As ontortain- 
ment, first besides being elmost exhileratingly grim gives cvcrybody a chance to act, 
second cncouragos everybody to overecavort. First never sccms roal, though offcctive- 
ly contrived, playod. Socond occasionally funny. 


k, Cuc-Cons Sort of cvening which slides mostly downhill, First is no world shak- 
er, playod with artful pains. Second is so much wilted salad aftcr tood soup.-Gabriel. 


Ve¥eCe Criticism At A Glanco = sce pace 888 = Cumulative Indcx Issucd Monthly 
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Yos, M*Lord 


a, New Republic=Prot Thoroughly pleasant English trifle, gontlc nonsense, Play 
amiable due to its lack of strain, its willingncss to be brightly yct modcstly tri- 
viel and for its old fashioned and admirably sound octing,-Clurman, 


b. CHECKING THE THEATRE ADS: Howkins, World Tclegram, is quoted in the NeY.Times 
ad for Yrs, M'Lord as saying "Matthows is terrific in Yes, M*Lord." This phrasc is 
no whero to be found in the mild pro rovicw for the English comedy. The headline 
uscd the word ‘torrific’, but not Hawkins. 


Touch, and Go 


C> Well street Seen Remarkable for lack of distinction, dancing mediocre 
satire seemed clumsy and tastclcss in comparison to recent shows, Notable lack of 
talont, sccm to have hoard all music elsewhere.-Cooke. 


d, Journal of Commerco-Pros Eseugh comic inspiration, genuine talent for two re- 
vues, Worthy successor to Lend An Far, Happily donudod of long boring intervals be- 
tween highlights. Best tip is to sec for youreck? if it isn’t onc of the best cn- 

terteinarnt buys in town-Single. 


Cr Moraine Telegraph-Pros Even: « of pleasant irkless amusement, and the proba- 
bility is thet you will forget most of it before you get to the commcr. Three out- 
Standing numbers, Andrews able, MacDonell handsome .-Bolton. 


f. Varicty-Cons Some pleasent things, not cnough to go places, Too thin and un- 
substantial for Broadway. Somc skctches funny, others fall flat. Too much dancing, 
Cast docs chores well, but not enough brilliant opportunitios to mko this a click 


Zo Billboard- Cons Revue like girl in nursory leila when she was good she was 
very good, but .she wasn't always good, Songs. lyrics are pedestrian and labored, 
potitious danco pattcrns, Two good skctches, but neods 


hs Nowsweok-Pros Has makings of hit, but docsn*t blaze any new directions in 
revise pattcrn, Highly serviccable score, talonted young pcoplc,. Enough top ma- 
terial to mko it casy to ovcrlook the ocasional shortcomings, 


i. Time=Pro t Lively tepieal revue, genuinely funny cs well os sassye 
ness than polish. Cast likable and young. Two top sketches. 


More pcert- 


&, New Yorker=Pro More than usually rowarding evening. So much is bright, high 
spiritod and altogether superior, scems pity to report that program contains few 
mildly embarrassing items. But 11 of 18 numbers are good, Lists them in order of 
prefcrence, starting with "Be A Mess*, ‘Gorilla Girl'.,-Gibbs. 


k. Cuo=Pros This town necded a good six dollar revue, now it has one, Witty ac- 
tivity, vivid surroundings, pleasant young company, all make for a high class even- 
ing‘s entertainment. ‘Skits all fast, some furiously fwny.-Gabriel, 


Twelfth Night 


1. New Republic-Cons Words clearly spoken, actors agreeable, but ‘all else is 
lackinge Show can't live-on stage today unless fresh, gay impulse is brought to bear 
On ite All I got from wesent production was a strong suspicion’ that Shakespeare 

was bisoxual.-Clurman. 


NeYeCe Criticism At A Glance ~- Ratings of 30 Reviewers, 


A Streetcar Nemed Desire-Berrynore, 12/3/47; Pros Times, Tribune, News, Mirror, 
PM, Post, Sun, Journal-american, jorld-Telegram, Brooklyn Eagle, Newark News, Women's 
Wear Daily, ‘iall Street Journal, Journel of Commerce, Morning Telegrar,. Varictys 
Billboard, Theatre Artsy Commonweal, SRL, Cuc, Newewacky, Nation, New New 
Yorkers Cong Daily Catholic \orld, Christian Science Monitor, So-Soe Grorge 
Jean Nathan, Time. 


As The Girle .o~Broadway, 11/14/48. Pros 19 reviews, Cons Tribunc, Star, 
Morning Telegr@®, Cormonweale So-S0: News, Tclegram, Theatre Arts, Common- 
weal, Daily \orKer, Christian Science Monitore No review in Saturday Review, 


Born Yesterday-Mill-r, 2/4/46, All 30 reviewers vote "Pro", 


Death Of A Salesman-Morosco, 2/10/49, Pros 26 reviewse Cons Nation, §0-Sos 
Time 

Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/49, Pros 20 reviews» Unchccked reviews arc Eagle, 
Newerk News, Daily Worker, Nathan, Catholic Vjorld, Christian Science Monitor, Setur- 
day Revicw, Nation, New Republics Compess. 


Diamond Lil-Plymouth, 3/23/49. 30 Reviews for Mao, 30 against hor plays 


Goodbye My Fancy-Beck, 11/17/48, Prot 26 rovicws, Cont World Telegram, Daily 
Worker, Wall Strect Journal, Catholic World, Nation, Ncw Republic. So-Sos Nathan, 
Cuc, SRL, Time, No review in Compass, Christian Scicnce Monitor. 


Kise Mc, Kate-Century, 12/31/48, Prot 28 reviows, Cons New Ropublice Mono in 
Notion. 


Lend An 12/16/48. Pros 25 reviews. Daily Worker, NeYe Star, 
New Republice So-Sos Nation. None in SRL» 


Miss Liberty-Imporial, 7/15/49. Pros Mirror, Sun, Journal-American, Women's 
Wear Daily, Morning Telegram, Billboard. Cons Times, Tribunc, Varicty, Theatre Arts, 
Commonwecl, Cut, SRL, Time, New Republic. So-Sos News, Post, World-Telegram, Nows- 
week, Catholic World, Others unchecked. 


Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 23 reviews. Cons Christian Science Moni- 
tore So-Sos Daily Worker, Nathan, Morning Telegram. No reviov in Catholic World, 
Nation, 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Pros Timcs, Tribune, Nows, Mirror, Post, Sun, 
Journal American, World Telegram, Women's n'gs Wear Daily, Journal of Commerce, Morning 
Telegram, Varicty, Billboard, Theatre Arts, Christian Sciencc Monitor, SRL, Nowsweok, 
New Yorker. §0-So08s Cues, Timee Others unchecked, 


The Madwoman of Chaillot-Royale, 12/28/48, Pros 20 reviews. Cons Mirror, Star, 
Post, Sun, Journal-Amcrican, Journal of Commerce, Nation, Billboard, Natione §0-§08 
World Telegram, Fogle. 


Whorc's Charley-St. Jemcs, 10/11/48. Pros 16 reviews. Cons Post, Sun, Women's 
Woar, Daily Worker, Billboard, Commonweal, Christian Scionce Monitor, SRL, Newsweek, 
So-Sos Mirror, Timee Nono in Nation, Eagle unchecked, 


NOTEs Roviowers are rated as to how they like the: show, not if they think it will bo 
a hit. “Pro” mcans the reviewer recommends the show for an ontertaining or 
stimulating. evening. “Con” means he docsn't recommend it as such, “So-So" 
means the reviewer didn ‘t state his profcrenco directly, 
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